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In order to have conflict, the goals of your hero and your villain need to be diametrically opposed to each
other. It is possible to win without anyone other than the author ever seeing or reading the novel. How does he
react? Excitement and motivation waxes and wanes. I was encouraging her, letting her know that she could
accomplish anything if she set her mind to it, when I thought I should put my word count where my mouth is
and join her. GCM 2: A second event that pushes the protagonist into a more active role. It time to flesh them
out a bit, to bring them to live in your mind so you can figure out what the story you intend to tell about them
will be. In , AlphaSmart, Inc. But, for years, I never finished the story. By the end of the 30 days, I had a
manuscript of which I realized I could only keep less than half, but that was OK. After working five years on
perfecting a novel, I sent out a round of queries, received some requests for the full manuscript, but ultimately
was rejected every time. You may need to pursue an activity that will inspire you or jolt your creativity. Think
of a novel you love, take elements from the plot, and make them your own. No one is allowed to start early
and the challenge finishes exactly 30 days from that start point. But writing is my dream. The ideas can even
be combinations of existing ideas, presented in a new way. If I can do it, so can you! Instead of words, I
stopped counting words and ended up writing more. The Proactive Phase: the hero or heroine now takes
control as opposed to in the reactive phase and gets closer to their goal. Every time I read, I got an idea for
what to write next. So one gift of NaNoWriMo is its tangibility. Jenny Garden, Seattle 6. Embrace a new
mindset. Without editing yourself in any way, start writing down those scenes. Filled with fear and anxiety,
Martha rushed him to the vet and was told to leave him there for emergency surgery. The second act presents
the complication. As soon as she made her way into the apartment she was greeted by the sight of her pet
Doberman pinscher choking and unable to breathe. I wanted to enjoy a few days without word goals. Next,
brainstorm some scenes â€” just a headline and a few brief bullets â€” and arrange them in the correct order
using the Story Engines structure. The third act presents the resolution of the problem. It helps to have a
general idea of your story and characters before you begin, but once the clock starts, get cracking! Do you or
they feel it could use more detail and expanding? The satisfaction of this action the sense of completion will
keep you motivated to continue. A good edit is what separates many a mediocre to good book from a
prize-winning one. A sensation that you simply cannot come up with anything or a dispirited feeling that you
have nothing to say or create. Get into a routine and begin writing at the same time each day. Look through the
newspaper. Lesson plans and writing ideas are also offered as resources to teachers, while students can
communicate through the program's forums. There are various types of conflict, which can usually be
categorized as one of the following: A character struggling against nature. A struggle of opposing forces
within one character; for example, the protagonist is struggling with fear inner conflict. In its inaugural year,
the program was used in classrooms and involved students. That first week I drank 21 coffees and wrote over
26, words, averaging 3, a day. This was a totally different experience from before, when I focused ONLY on
getting the highest wordcount possible.


