
A BIOGRAPHY OF DAVID LEWELYN WARK GRIFFITH

David Wark Griffith (January 22, â€“ July 23, ) was an American film director. Widely considered as the most important
filmmaker of his generation, he .

The American Mutoscope and Biograph Company was active from to  Griffith's production partnership was
dissolved in and he went to Artcraft, part of Paramount Pictures, and then to First National Pictures â€” Actors
should never be important. After the release of The Birth of a Nation , riots broke out in several black
neighborhoods across the country. Bitzer, Biograph's experienced cameraman, who freely advised Griffith and
remained his right-hand man for many years. Selected filmography. It was, at least to an extent, Griffith's
attempt to respond to the stinging criticism that had been brought against Birth of a Nation. In making
Intolerance the director opened up new possibilities for the medium, creating a form that seems to owe more to
music than to traditional narrative. Amazingly, of them still survive, accounting for a large portion of
Biograph's shorts that survive. Everything went downhill after Lillian [ Lillian Gish ] left me. Salary 9. In
addition, he credited the legendary silent star Lillian Gish, who appeared in several of his films, with creating
a new style of acting for the cinema. Griffith Award, its highest honor. After the closing of the play, Griffith
wrote a second play, War, which was based on events that occurred in the American Revolution. However,
cast members' accounts recall Griffith directing only the screen tests and costume tests. The Griffith family
was impoverished upon the death of Jacob Griffith, when David was seven years old. An outcry against the
decision led the DGA in to announce that it would not rename the award, although it would keep a lifetime
achievement going in its arsenal of kudos. Between and he directed more than films for Biograph, mostly
one-reelers, and in that time developed the means of expression that were to make the movies an important
new art form. Biography in: John Wakeman, editor. Griffith introduced or refined the techniques of
motion-picture exposition, including the close-up, a film shot in which a single object or face filled the screen;
the scenic long shot, showing an entire panoramic view; and cross-cutting, a technique of editing scenes at
various locations together and intermixing them to give the impression to the viewer that the separate actions
were happening simultaneously. It was based on Thomas Dixon, Jr. It also proved extremely controversial at
the time and ever since for its negative depiction of Black Americans and their supporters, and its positive
portrayal of slavery and the Ku Klux Klan. There will never be talking pictures. Started to write an
autobiography, but never finished it. Griffith was subsequently employed as a director by Paramount Pictures
and as contract director by United Artists. He can use his body. Griffith has five films preserved in the United
States National Film Registry as being "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant. Walthall and others
In , Griffith accepted a role as a stage extra in Professional Jealousy for the American Mutoscope and
Biograph Company , where he met cameraman Billy Bitzer , and his career in the film industry changed
forever. Bitzer at The Biograph Co. In , he made an impromptu visit to the film location of David O. I brought
it all to life: I moved the whole world onto a foot screen. Movies are written in sand: applauded today,
forgotten tomorrow. More photos Achievements By Griffith had done more than any other one man to
develop the unique language of the screen, to free it from stage conventions, to give flexibility to the camera,
and to develop imaginative and purposeful editing of the film itself. In collaboration with a wig maker, who
did the actual fabricating, the solution Griffith was credited with involved weaving human hair through a fine
strip of gauze, creating false eyelashes. Seeking more independence and the freedom to develop his ideas, he
left Biograph in to join the new Reliance-Majestic Company, taking with him Bitzer and many of the actors he
had developed at Biograph who were to become in their own right famous names of the movie industry.
Intolerance, a film of epic proportions, combined four separate stories: the fall of ancient Babylon to the
hordes of Cyrus, the St. Griffith responded to his critics with his next film, Intolerance, intended to show the
dangers of prejudiced thought and behavior. But both have also been denounced as being bad films because of
what they depicted and the evil ideology they promoted. When Roach advertised the film in late with Griffith
listed as producer, Griffith asked that his name be removed. Just give them ten years to develop and you're
going to see the greatest artistic medium the world has known. This venture was not as financially successful
as The Birth of a Nation but was to have an even greater influence on film-making throughout the world. Yet
Griffith's sensibilities were considered out of sync with the evolving tone of film and he was unable to find
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work, though he did donate prints of his movies to the Museum of Modern Art. Whether or not he actually
invented new techniques in film grammar, he seems to have been among the first to understand how these
techniques could be used to create an expressive language. He made two pictures with sound, Abraham
Lincoln and The Struggle 


