
ROMANTICISM ART

Romanticism movement challenged the rational ideals held so tightly during the Enlightenment while celebrating the
imagination of the.

The use of color and light highlights Napoleon's gesture, meant to convey his noble character in addition to
likening him to Christ, who healed the sick. It is also one of the first paintings used to protest the horrors of
war. Thus for instance in his painting Snowstorm: Steam-Boat off a Harbour's Mouth , Tate, London , Turner
did not try to depict the driving snow and lashing wind, but rather translated them into the language of
painting. Works of Art 19 Essay Romanticism, first defined as an aesthetic in literary criticism around , gained
momentum as an artistic movement in France and Britain in the early decades of the nineteenth century and
flourished until mid-century. Thus the iconography of Romantic art includes solitary figures set in the
countryside, gazing longingly into the distance, as well as vanitas motifs such as dead trees and overgrown
ruins, symbolizing the transience and finite nature of life. In contrast to the usually very social art of the
Enlightenment , Romantics were distrustful of the human world, and tended to believe a close connection with
nature was mentally and morally healthy. The viewer experiences the awe of nature and at the same time feels
the insignificance of man. However, Romantic styles, now often representing the established and safe style
against which Realists rebelled, continued to flourish in many fields for the rest of the century and beyond.
The revived historical appreciation was translated into imaginative writing by Sir Walter Scott , who is often
considered to have invented the historical novel. Henry Fuseli - An English romantic painter who liked to
paint the supernatural. A common feature in Romantic art is visible brushstrokes, which would have been
unacceptable in the Neoclassical tradition that pursues perfection. The Romantics, including groups like the
Pre-Raphaelites , focused on emotion, fantasy and artistically created worlds - a style very much in tune with
the era of Victorian art - an excellent example being the highly popular sentimental portraits of dogs by Sir
Edwin Landseer  Broader in outlook than their German counterparts, French Romantic artists did not restrict
themselves to landscape and the occasional genre painting , but also explored portrait art and history painting.
Among the finest exponents were the academician Jean-Leon Gerome as well as the more maverick Eugene
Delacroix. Delacroix countered what he considered to be 'Neoclasssical dullness' - exemplified, as far as he
was concerned, by Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres and the conservative French Academy - with dynamic
motion, and a colour-based composition not unlike that of Titian or Rubens. Orientalism and the worlds of
literature stimulated new dialogues with the past as well as the present. Where the Romantic art movement
appeared? Blake eschewed traditional Christianity and felt instead that imagination was "the body of God. The
impact of the painting was all the more effective for being based on a true-life disaster. In the face of such
political conservatism, the artist-citizen withdrew into his private idyll, ushering in the Biedermeier period of
Late Romanticism, exemplified by the works of Moritz von Schwind , Adrian Ludwig Richter , and Carl
Spitzweg  However, during the course of those agitated 25 years, new ideas and attitudes had taken hold in the
minds of men. The first operational steam engine, built in , could be regarded as the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution which later swept the Western hemisphere. His oil sketch  We seem to be looking at the effects
and the contents of the woman's dream at the same time. Romantic art addressed its audiences with what was
intended to be felt as the personal voice of the artist. Thus cool, rational Neoclassicism was now confronted
with emotion and the individual imagination which sprang from it. The novels of Sir Walter Scott, the poetry
of Lord Byron, and the drama of Shakespeare transported art to other worlds and eras. The latter were
exemplified by the systematic sky and cloud studies of the s which characterized the work of Constable. The
conflict between what was disdained as a dehumanized and mechanical world versus a nostalgic yearning for a
simpler life and an appreciation for nature is still alive in our culture today. For Turner, arguably the greatest
of all English painters of Romanticism, observation of nature is merely one element in the realisation of his
own pictorial ambitions. It was somewhat of a reaction to the Industrial Revolution which occurred during the
same time period. The three-dimensionality of the figures, allied to the meticulous arrangement of the raft,
with its symbolic hopelessness.


