
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LIFE OF FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN

Franz Joseph Haydn Joseph Haydn is regarded as one of the greatest composers of the classical period. He is often
called the father of both the symphony and.

Haydn died peacefully in his home in Vienna in at the age of  Although other composers were prominent in
the earlier Classical period, notably C. It was a form divided into sections, joined by important moments in the
harmony which signalled the change. Gerber, put it in "Haydn's finest symphonic period begins with the year
and from then on gains each year in magnificence. Mozart evidently returned the esteem, as seen in his
dedication of a set of six quartets, now called the "Haydn" quartets , to his friend. Uncover new sources by
reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or
counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how
to use and how not to use our library. In the s, stimulated by his England journeys, Haydn developed what
Rosen calls his 'popular style', a way of composition that, with unprecedented success, created music having
great popular appeal but retaining a learned and rigorous musical structure. However, he did begin his musical
training there, and soon was able to play both harpsichord and violin. He suffered from weakness, dizziness,
inability to concentrate and painfully swollen legs. When an official of Prague asked him for an opera in , 2
months after the premiere of Mozart's Don Giovanni there, Haydn declined, saying in part: "It is hardly
possible for anyone to stand beside the great Mozart. He spent some of the time in the country
Hertingfordbury , but also had time to travel, notably to Oxford, where he was awarded an honorary doctorate
by the University. According to later testimony by Michael Kelly and others, the two composers occasionally
played in string quartets together. Bach in the field of the keyboard sonata the harpsichord and clavichord
were equally popular with the piano in this era and J. The people of Hainburg were soon hearing him sing
soprano parts in the church choir. Although his musical style evolved little, his intentions as a composer
changed. But his life changed decisively when he was eight years old. Although Haydn's voice was great, he
lost it when he went through puberty. Haydn had a robust sense of humor, evident in his love of practical jokes
[50] and often apparent in his music, and he had many friends. These important works quickly set a new
standard for the genre , putting many of his competitors in this increasingly lucrative market out of business.
Haydn died in , following an attack on Vienna by the French army under Napoleon. Haydn primarily studied
music, but he also learned Latin, writing, arithmetic, and religion. His father was Matthias Haydn, a
wheelwright who also served as 'Marktrichter', an office somewhat akin to village mayor. Following a trend of
the time, [32] Anton sought to economize by dismissing most of the court musicians. During this period the
written music was structured by tonality , and the sections of a work of the Classical era were marked by tonal
cadences. In , Haydn began his lifelong relationship with the wealthiest family among the Hungarian nobility,
the Esterhazy family. In he returned to London for another successful tour, then in settled in Vienna for good.
The young Haydn sang in the church choir, learned to play various instruments, and obtained a good basic
knowledge of music. Occasional minor-key works, often deadly serious in character, form striking exceptions
to the general rule. During this arduous period, which lasted ten years, Haydn worked many different jobs,
including valetâ€”accompanist for the Italian composer Nicola Porpora , from whom he later said he learned
'the true fundamentals of composition'. This was a period of exploration and uncertainty, and Haydn, born 18
years before the death of Bach, was himself one of the musical explorers of this time. The only misstep in the
venture was an opera which Haydn was contracted to compose, and paid a substantial sum of money for.
Haydn had a huge range of responsibilities, including composition, running the orchestra, playing chamber
music for and with his patrons, and eventually the mounting of operatic productions. Over time, Haydn turned
some of his minuets into " scherzi " which are much faster, at one beat to the bar. His practice, however,
differed in some ways from that of Mozart and Beethoven , his younger contemporaries who likewise excelled
in this form of composition. Haydn took up the position on a part-time basis. This may have encouraged
Haydn to rekindle his career as a composer of "pure" music. Genzinger and in Dies's biography, based on
visits made in Haydn's old age. Haydn's parents were perceptive enough to notice that their little son had
musical talent, and they also knew that in Rohrau he would have no chance to obtain any serious musical
training. Haydn's slow movements, early in his career, are usually not too slow in tempo, relaxed, and
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reflective. Bach and Leopold Mozart in the symphony, Haydn was undoubtedly the strongest overall influence
on musical style in this era. These traits were not only prerequisites to his success as Kapellmeister ,
entrepreneur and public figure, but also aided the favorable reception of his music. With this work Haydn
produced a work deliberately planned on the grand scale, based on a religious subject but freely developed in
content, for solo voices, chorus, and orchestra.


