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Soon thereafter, she is unable to eat vegetables or cake. She shares the top-floor apartment of a house in
Toronto never named in the novel with her roommate Ainsley and dates a dependable and boring boyfriend,
Peter. At this point Marian realizes that Ainsley has targeted Len as the proposed father of her child. After
watching Clara interact with her children, Marian's roommate, Ainsley, announces that she wants to get
pregnant. However, it is through Duncan that Marian is able to grope her way through a challenging journey
of lost identity and eventually grasp a better image of herself. Females, in the cultural context of this story,
control food. Along with Marian's increasing inability to eat food, she also imagines that her body is beginning
to disappear. The differences between these texts also explain why my chapter title reverses the terms of Toril
Moi's influential essay of the mids, 'Feminist, Female, Feminine', in order to indicate the direction in which
Atwood's work has shifted. In other words, women gathered together to discuss common problems and to help
make one another aware of issues of oppression. The originality of The Edible Woman lies in its exposure of
the 'sexual sell' promoted by the feminine mystique, for the narrative reveals how social paradigms of
femininity may distort women's perceptions of their sexuality in the interests of creating childlike or doll-like
fantasy figures. I watched the whole thing, it's messy, all that blood and junk, but I've got to admit it's sort of
fascinating'. As these groups progressed, they joined together into larger groups, giving them a stronger voice
and helping them influence their government and judicial systems, changing laws which would eventually
lead to great equality. The funny thing was that I really meant it. Not only does Marian feel threatened by
childbearing but she also feels alienated from her body in other ways as well. Marian is not comfortable in this
scene, thinking that Peter's choice of setting may have come to him from a murder mystery that he's recently
read. Leonard Shank Len is an old college friend of Marian and Clara. As a woman writer Atwood has always
been intensely aware of the significance of representations of the female body, both in terms of a woman's
self-definition and as a fantasy object: The body as a concept has always been a concern of mine. This is a
subversive rather than a confrontational novel which engages obliquely with social problems, adopting the
form of a parodic revision of a traditional comedy of manners with its fixation on the marriage theme. She
makes this cake-woman as a test for Peter. To test him, she bakes a pink cake in the shape of a woman and
dares him to eat it.


