
AN ANALYSIS OF DEMOCRACY IN BRITAIN IN 1914

For Higher History study the main reasons Britain became more democratic and the impact of the Industrial Revolution,
the Great War and new political ideas.

This sense was only reinforced by contemporary comparisons with democratic political systems such as the
USA and France, as an intriguing discussion in chapter six shows pp. Sale of offices, use of tax farmers with a
private interest in the collection of revenue, exemptions to aristocrats and church, presence of intrusive
internal duties, and absence of an assembly to negotiate disputes between interests and with the crown, all
generated tensions. This increased the electorate to almost 2. Reform was therefore envisaged as a way of
preventing, rather than a first step to, democracy. In my book, I explore the use of reform as a tool of party
realignment, especially by the Conservative leadership. The difference from was that the October Revolution
provided her with a model through which she hoped her demand could be realised. This meant that if women
wanted to fight for better conditions they had to engage in an overtly offensive struggle for something they
had not had before. The answer, Saunders argues, is that MPs and party leaders could not agree on the nature
and extent of reform p. Even if imperfectly representative, it allowed avenues of appeal, mediation and
conditional cooperation between ruler and citizens, and offered an alternative to the dichotomy betweenpaying
andoutright resistance, in which France was caught. Twelve of them had their throat slit and one was skinned
alive 23 , which does put sharply into context the concept of resistance to taxation! They cannot all be
explained by taxation but reveal real and deep discontent. In his critique, Saunders notes that Hall et al do not
link these cultural and social ideas to the parliamentary debates, and tend to assume that the former shaped the
latter pp. Paris, LGDJ, p. He spent much of defending a measure that was intellectually untenable and that
would have proven inoperative in practice. In part this was a cynical attempt to blur party labels and appeal to
disgruntled Liberals. The Conservative bill of sought to provide a resting place by making the borough
franchise dependent upon the personal payment of local rates. Parliamentary approval, once given, ensured a
reasonable degree of quasi-voluntary compliance and therefore reduced the transaction cost of raising revenue.
Such candidates were more likely to pledge themselves not just to reform, but to a lowering of the borough
qualification. The hierarchical and coercive French tax enforcement style has traditionally resulted in
confrontational rather than cooperative relations between taxpayers and revenue authorities and offers
restricted opportunities to interact and debate the meaning of tax provisions. That allowed the actual shaping
of the measure to be contained, to a much greater extent than in â€”2, within the House of Commons. This
gave rise to resentment among many male workers who responded by harassing women workers and arguing
against their employment because they felt women were undercutting and even replacing their jobs leaving
them vulnerable to military recruitment. In doing so, Saunders follows other historians such as Angus
Hawkins and Geoff Hicks who have sought to rehabilitate the leadership of the mid-Victorian Conservative
party and rescue them from the relative neglect they have suffered in comparison with their counterparts in the
early and late Victorian periods and their Liberal rivals. It was to tear from them the tinsel and the glory, to
send their souls shivering and naked into a grey, cold world of disillusion, peopled by harsh and revolting
truths. As a result monarchs had virtually unrestrained freedom to decide what taxes to levy upon whom, but
their ability to actually achieve compliance or extract revenue was hampered by dissent and the high costs of
enforcement. The Conservative party naturally looms large in this account, for it formed three governments
and tabled two reform bills. It was brought before Parliament only when the shape of the measure was broadly
set, and at a time when MPs were already sick of the subject. Firstly, they insisted on paying all the adult
workers at least 5d. It also helps to provide an accessible account of the issue for non-specialists and students
baffled by the spate of reform bills in the period and the often very technical discussions surrounding the
franchise. You have attacked the effects of war and of capitalism more often than those two great causes from
which they spring. It involved reconciliation with taxation, but taxation based on the principles of participation
and equality. A close connection between State and society was therefore maintained in England and the
system of self-rule and the logic of consent created a high degree of mutual interdependence and mutual trust.
I do not propose to take issue with any of his judgements. Gabriel Ardant 21 recounts a movement of
particularly intense tax revolts in France that lasted through the 17th century to  Like other recent work which
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seeks to rehabilitate the mid-Victorian Conservative party, Saunders focuses on its parliamentary leadership.
The English cooperative model and formal legalism 31Grounded in consensus and participation, taxation has
been detached from the personal power of the Sovereign early on, allowing fiscal relations to evolve fairly
easily from purely juridical and disciplinary networks of power into more governmentalised ones. Second
Reform Act, In , all voters had to be male adults over 21 years of age. Hall, K. From to , the French monarchy
ruled without recourse to the Estates General confirming the divine right theory that the king was accountable
to God alone. This was not, in fact, my intention; though that has no necessary bearing on its outcome. The
growth of the central state to the detriment of local government was a consequence of the coercive and
inquisitorial character of the tax system. It is quasi-voluntary because the non-compliant


