
A HISTORY OF TEJANO MUSIC IN TEXAS MEXICO

Tejano, popular music style fusing Mexican, European, and U.S. influences. Its evolution began in northern Mexico (a
variation known as norteÃ±o) and Texas in .

In the process, Cortez becomes a hero to the exploited and downtrodden Mexicano people living on the border
under Anglo control. At the turn of the 21st century, Tejano influence has declined in part due to decreased
promotion, the rise in regional Mexican and other Latin music, the breakup or retirement of established
performers, and the emergence of few new performers. Their new musical style known as conjunto soon
became the popular music of the working-class Tejano. Yet, popular as it was, the conjunto remained an ad
hoc ensemble until the s. Tejano music is dance music. Yet, as Pedro Ayala, another of the early accordion
leaders, acknowledged, "after Narciso, what could the rest of us do except follow his lead? Cite this article
Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography. With the end of World War II in , millions of
workers all over the country, especially those of rural background who had found work in the lucrative war
industries, were making good wages and were willing and able to support their favorite regional musics,
musicians and singers. Oh no! Most Tejano artists who performed throughout the s during the music's peak
who are still performing today have rarely played to the same wide attention in recent years. This is in contrast
to the refined nationally popular and classical music preferred by the middle class, which had always had the
money to buy records and the gramophones to play them on. Despite Anglo disapproval, the conjunto and its
dances thrived among tejano workers, eventually eclipsing all other forms of music for dancing. The Tejano
orchestras, although inspired by the famous orchestras of Mexico, Cuba, and the Anglo world, included in
their repertoires the popular folk dances of the region, especially polkas, waltzes, redovas, and rancheras along
with the danzones, mambos, boleros and other Latin American dance styles. Accordionist Paulino Bernal best
summarized the musico-ideological significance of the conjunto when he recalled the sharp status differences
that existed among Mexican Americans of an earlier era: ". They continue to be the mainstay of dance bands
in South Texas to this day. Narciso Martinez's new style became the hallmark of the surging conjunto, just as
Almeida's brisk execution on the bajo sexto created the standard for future bajistas. Tejano music is the
adapted Columbian cumbia and Cuban bolero and the Texas twang of Tejano country. Little Joe led a band
made up of family members and friends under a series of names and struggled to get studios to record his
music and radio stations to play it in Texas. Led by Valerio Longoria, who contributed a number of
innovations to the rapidly evolving style, the new generation quickly brought the conjunto to full maturity
after the war. Chicano culture is different than Mexican, though we have a shared history and culture. In the
mids, working-class Mexicans living in a primarily rural Tejas had their vocal music genres, canciones lyrical
songs and corridos ballads , which were sung in Spanish by a lone individual on the guitar, or maybe as a duet,
or with a small string or wind ensemble. Towards the end of his career, Mr. He'd listen with a friend who had
a good ear and memory. In the last thirty years the music has taken root in such far-flung places as
Washington, California, and the Midwest; in the entire tier of northern Mexican border states; and even in
such distant places as Michoacan and Sinaloa. To understand Tejano music, it is important to know the history
of the Tejano people. Chris Strachwitz -  This created a newer sound and took us one step close to the sound
we have today. Tangos came from Argentina in the s, Mexican stage and vaudeville performers introduced
new songs along with old favorites at every appearance, while local corridos ballads or story songs like the
classic Gregorio Cortez RealAudio file.


