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Continue Reading. Here the audience tries to find motives for Iago hating Othello who seems a nice enough
person. They are polite, educated, fairly wealthy and can not imagine that something as evil and motiveless as
Iago exits. This essay was written by students who wish to remain anonymous, they hold the copyright of this
essay and therefore it may not be copied from this site without first asking permission at brubacker yahoo.
Iago is the closest character to the audience, and this in itself represents how two-sided he is. Iago is the
definition of evil ion the play. Shakespeare uses prose for many reasons: for comic or intimate exchanges, for
lowly characters, for convention-defying princes such as Hamlet. Othello would appear to have a beauty about
it which is hard to match â€” thus ranking high. Food imagery abounds. If Shakespeare is using him as a
general symbol of evil, it may be that he did not want him to have a reason; it does not matter why, only that
his hatred is so strong, so powerful, and so extreme, that it is all that is driving him. As a character, Iago has
the potential to be a man of extreme power but he does not have the tool that we refer to as money. See Also.
It has been suggested that Iago merely induces what would have happened to Othello anyway. Critical
interpretations of Iago Iago is misogynistic. This conflation of honesty with soldierly bluntness disadvantages
Desdemona, who can never communicate her honesty in this manner. A further motif used throughout the play
is that of perception, eyes and seeing. This is a contemporary obscenity, figs being associated with the female
vulva. However, Roderigo seems to know Iago best. The prose allows Iago to produce a persuasive outpouring
and release repetitious piles of images designed to bury Roderigo's weak objections. He is the only character
to have several asides, which is unusual as it is usually the central character that requires these. But a
historicist reading could examine his depiction of women as a product of his time and culture. This could be
linked to the stereotypes Iago seems to so enjoy fuelling. Lee Jamieson has a M. The final scene also presents
us with new contradictions. Engaged earlier in complex word-play with Cassio and Desdemona, he can now
relax into an easier deception: false intimacy with Roderigo. Usually, Iago does not simple push other
characters into courses of action they would have taken anyway, but reshapes their perceptions so that they
believe things that are not remotely true. Indeed, Iago's argument itself is construed in the language of female
reproduction, described as a 'most pregnant and unforced position' 2. Iago is possibly what makes Othello so
different from other Shakespearean tragedies. Written by Alexandra Melville is a writer and educator. In Act
II. Iago has very few redeeming qualities. Their roles are not marginal, but are rather vital to the tragedy. And
yet, there is always the dark uncertainty that the reason Iago is so powerfully evil is because he represents all
the envy, desire and malignity that every human possesses. Shakespeare, as a dramatist, would clearly be
closely involved in the production of a play, and may have been alluding to the lie of an actor through Iago
â€” playing different roles, forever switching between performances and displaying another facet that is at
once separate to and at one with them. With women traditionally the weaker sex during the Elizabethan era,
and in most cases, the property and duty of their husbands, Desdemona would have proved a suspected target
for Iago to manipulate. Iago himself is an exercise in contradiction and juxtaposition. Let us in this essay
examine the female characters and their roles. Louis B. Would it have happened at all?


