
SOCIOLOGICAL EXPLANATIONS FOR THE EXISTENCE AND

Sociological theories are statements of how and why particular facts about the social world are .. including analysis of
modes of practice, and analysis of basic categories of existence such a time, space, embodiment, and knowledge.

These economic changes emblemize the massive transformation of human life brought about by the creation
of wage labour, capitalist competition, increased mobility, urbanization, individualism, and all the social
problems they wrought: poverty, exploitation, dangerous working conditions, crime, filth, disease, and the loss
of family and other traditional support networks, etc. The group is a phenomenon that is more than the sum of
its parts. Research is conducted with a specific set of individuals such as conversational partners, family
members, work associates, or friendship groups. Social constructionism is a sociological theory of knowledge
that considers how social phenomena develop in particular social contexts. At the time Marx was developing
his theories, the Industrial Revolution and the rise of capitalism had led to a massive increase in the wealth of
society but also massive disparities in wealth and power between the owners of the factories the bourgeoisie
and workers the proletariat. Latent functions are the unintended functions of a phenomenon in a social system.
Capitalism was still a relatively new economic system, an economic system characterized by private or
corporate ownership of goods and the means to produce them. Many of the broader elements of societies
remain remarkably stable over time, indicating the structural-functional perspective has a great deal of merit.
In more "primitive" societies it was mechanical solidarity , everyone performing similar tasks, that held
society together. There are many middle-range and micro-range theories in sociology. Aboriginal
overrepresentation in prisons has continued to grow substantially Office of the Correctional Investigator  For
example, in order to understand the experience of one woman requires examining the ways her position within
racial, classed, sexual, religious, political, scientific, and other systems create the definition of what it means
for her to be a "woman". Individuals and groups that benefit from any particular structure strive to see it
maintained. Suicide is perhaps the most personal and most individual of all acts. It is a widely shared social
issue that puts people at risk for chronic diseases like hypertension, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease. This
type of analysis became the basis of the functionalist perspective in sociology. Yet another sociologist might
study how migration determined the way in which language spread and changed over time. The Italian School
was interested in why some individuals engaged in criminal behavior and others did not. Contemporary
sociological theory retains traces of each these traditions and they are by no means mutually exclusive.
Labeling theory refers to the idea that individuals become deviant when a deviant label is applied to them;
they adopt the label by exhibiting the behaviors, actions, and attitudes associated with the label. These early
scholars also founded women's academic organizations like Sociologists for Women in Society to lobby for
the admittance and inclusion of minority people and perspectives within scientific disciplines. Main article:
Structural functionalism A broad historical paradigm in both sociology and anthropology , functionalism
addresses the social structure as a whole and in terms of the necessary function of its constituent elements.
Moreover, they demonstrate the increasingly fluid boundary between psychological and biological theories of
deviance. They can be the briefest of everyday interactionsâ€”moving to the right to let someone pass on a
busy sidewalk, for exampleâ€”or the largest and most enduring interactionsâ€”such as the billions of daily
exchanges that constitute the circuits of global capitalism. Impression Management[ edit ] An extension of
role theory, impression management is both a theory and process. A key basis of the sociological perspective
is the concept that the individual and society are inseparable. In addition, youth with conduct disorder
demonstrated less responsiveness in the orbitofrontal regions of the brain during a stimulus-reinforcement and
reward task. Social constructionism focuses on the description of institutions and actions and not on analyzing
cause and effect. For instance, the model depicts that cultural norms can influence individual behavior. What's
more, role theory also argues that in order to change behavior it is necessary to change roles; roles correspond
to behaviors and vice versa. Wars, strikes, revolts, and revolutionary actions were reactions to underlying
social tensions that had never existed before and called for critical examination. Labeling theory refers to the
idea that individuals become deviant when a deviant label is applied to them; they adopt the label by
exhibiting the behaviors, actions, and attitudes associated with the label. Broader social structures and
organizations e. He was expelled from school for recruiting gang members. The basic distinction, however, is
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between micro-sociology and macro-sociology. Feminist Fieldwork Analysis. Radical, Separatist, and Cultural
Feminism[ edit ] Radical feminists believe that women are oppressed by our patriarchal society. Also
occurring in the 19th Century though begun in the 18th was the industrial revolution.


