
SHYLOCK ANTISEMITISM ESSAY

'Shylock and anti-semitismâ€”reflections on the 70th anniversary of the .. In , in an essay 'On History', the Scottish
philosopher, Thomas.

The Christians in the courtroom urge Shylock to love his enemies, although they themselves have failed in the
past. The focus in the Merchant is on Shylock as a money-lender. And this can be best done through a neutral
character, he is not trying to make him inherently good or bad, he is simply exposing the fact that the Jew is
inherently human. Shylock is the lender. Similarly, it is possible that Shakespeare meant Shylock's forced
conversion to Christianity to be a "happy ending" for the character, as it 'redeems' Shylock both from his
unbelief and his specific sin of wanting to kill Antonio. While the expression of it may appear anti-religious,
as vandalism of Jewish schools, synagogues, graves, this is not so much anti-Judaism, but anti-Jew. The
Reformation led to a change in attitude to money-lending. Bassanio: Ay, sir, for three months. Your time is
important. Jews live by the law and die by the law, and they demand justice be administered to all. As
attitudes towards Jews hardened, they were squeezed into the areas that were off-limits to Christians and
marginalised as a resultâ€”into occupations such as selling old clothes, peddling and money-lending. Although
it has certainly had an impact on European culture, the play cannotâ€”among reasonable personsâ€”be linked
to the rise of anti-Semitism. Jews in Venice were denied many of the rights that local Christians enjoyed.
Thus, if Shylock were to shed any drop of Antonio's blood, his "lands and goods" would be forfeited under
Venetian laws. Shakespeare, William. As a result, and by necessity, physical security remains a prime concern
for the Jewish community. He has been tormented and repressed mainly by the Christian population. In
addition, the phrase "pound of flesh" has also entered the lexicon as slang for a particularly onerous or
unpleasant obligation. Villainous Jews are typical in medieval literature. Shakespeare ultimately ends the play
with a question mark and asks his audience to see in it what they to desire to see. Shalah is the grandson of
Shem and the father of Eber , biblical progenitor of Hebrew peoples. After a preliminary glance at the play,
one would assume that Shakespeare wrote unjustly of the two religions depicted therein. This version which
featured a masque was popular, and was acted for the next forty years. Shakespeare purposely creates both an
antagonist and protagonist in Shylock, by creating a change in view for the reader throughout the play.
Although at this point in the play I believe an audience in Shakespeare's time would have been forced to show
dislike towards Shylock just because Shylock is a Jew. I feel there has to be a great love between the two
characters â€¦ there's great attraction. Rowe expressed doubts about this interpretation as early as ; Doggett's
success in the role meant that later productions would feature the troupe clown as Shylock.


