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Gang-related violence and involvement with drug sales, as well as other antisocial Individual monitoring of adolescents
entering the juvenile justice system Those screening and assessment instruments that assist in this process by readily.

Other state findings reflect inadequate legal representation, with states reporting limited contact with juvenile
clients, failure to perform necessary background investigations, and a lack of training Mlyniec,  An assessment
taken soon after incarceration, when access to substances is limited, may provide inaccurate information about
the adolescent's abstinence or use, potentially resulting in a false negative. Again, you must ask, "What do I, or
what does my evaluation audience, really want to know about? Thus, if resources are available, screening and
assessment services perhaps should be contracted out to community-based organizations. Some are
quantifiable and some are not. The information may assist in the following activities: Documenting the need
for additional community services for juvenile offenders Identifying existing screening and assessment
instruments that need modification Evaluating changes over time in mental health status, substance use, or
other areas of functioning Identifying signals or situations that can help to predict disciplinary incidents within
juvenile facilities or trigger relapse or recidivism following release from juvenile custody Supporting the need
for ongoing screening and assessment activities within juvenile settings Identifying breakdowns in
multiagency service coordination When conducting an outcome evaluation that assesses an adolescent's
behavior after he completes treatment, programs should be aware of the problems posed under the Federal
confidentiality regulations. Frequently, the court responsible for handling young people accused of law
violations is a division of the trial court with general jurisdiction Butts,  Despite the change from the
traditional rehabilitation model to a more adversarial one with its due process requirements, the juvenile court
retains broad powers over those who come under its jurisdiction Tanenhaus,  Some may be geographically
distant, or cover multiple jurisdictions, and so prohibit evaluation because of travel costs and logistics. As you
will see in our discussions of outcome measures and levels of evaluation, more often than not timely
evaluation information is available or can be obtained in a timely and cost effective manner , though it may
not be the most timely, the most objective, and the most scientifically rigorous data. Some program
administrators may find evaluation threatening or distasteful and deny access or, if not denying access, make it
difficult. Staff Training All juvenile justice staff providing screening or assessment services should be trained
in the following areas: Cultural sensitivity and competence Administration, scoring, and interpretation of
instruments Determination of reading abilities. The residential facility promotes community safety. Certain
processing steps, of course, are common to most juvenile justice systems, regardless of terminology, the
configuration of the court, or the allocation of service delivery responsibilities. A residential commitment
program promotes that child's rehabilitation and helps the child learn not to break the law again. The majority
of juvenile arrests involved youth ages 16 or older. After finishing this chapter, the reader will see there are
numerous evaluation options, and that there is always room for evaluation in a juvenile justice program plan.
There are time when the demand for evaluation of a program does not fit into practical considerations, but will
be strong enough to win out. There are ways to monitor and evaluate knowledge production, and they are
addressed later in this monograph. For example, in the FBI estimated that law enforcement agencies across the
country made a total of  The Law Related Education Program This program will be used to explain the
evaluation typology presented above. Evaluation of knowledge production efforts, or identification of
knowledge production outcomes, generally receive low priority from evaluators. In , these older teens were
involved in 54 percent of all juvenile arrests. Quality management activities should include examination of the
accuracy and comprehensiveness of screening and assessment records, methods used to obtain information,
staff responses to critical issues identified during screening and assessment, and the use of screening and
assessment information in developing referral decisions. These considerations, too will affect evaluation plans
and methods. If the waiver is presumptive under the statute upon proof of probable cause and previous
delinquency, the burden of proof may shift to the youth to prove that he or she is amenable to treatment in the
juvenile justice system National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges,  LRE Rationale: The
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educational activities offered as the LRE program are expected to increase understanding of law enforcement,
and judicial processes because the standard school curricula do not cover such topics. Census Bureau, in , the
resident population of year-olds in the United States was approximately 4. However, some states and localities
have created a separate juvenile court that is also a court of general jurisdiction. Interviews should also note
the juvenile's perceptions and attitudes about 1 the screening or assessment process, 2 the interviewer, 3 the
juvenile justice setting in which the interview is conducted, and 4 the accuracy of information provided by the
youth or by the interviewer regarding the youth.


