
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF THE GREATEST COMPOSER GEORG

FREDRICH HANDEL

George Handel's most famous work is the oratorio Messiah. Baroque composer George Frideric Handel was born in
Halle, Germany.

Handel travelled to Italy at the invitation of Gian Gastone de' Medici, and met Medici's brother Ferdinando, a
musician himself. Opera Though working as a violinist, it was Handel's skill on the organ and harpsichord that
began to earn him attention and landed him more opportunities to perform in operas. He died in London on
April 14,  Because of its success, he returned to London and with a new found the confidence he composed
Samson along with many others. Zachow would be the only teacher that Handel ever had. They give us new
ideas, and music is a wonderful way to convey moods and emotions. For his secular oratorios, Handel turned
to classical mythology for subjects, producing such works as Acis and Galatea , Hercules , and Semele  It is
said the compositions spurred reconciliation between Handel and the King, supposedly annoyed by the
composer's abandonment of his Hanover post. Born the same year as Johann Sebastian Bach and Domenico
Scarlatti, Handel is regarded as one of the greatest composers of the Baroque era, with works such as Water
Music, Music for the Royal Fireworks and Messiah remaining steadfastly popular. His best are based on a
libretto by Charles Jennens. Handel arranged a performance of Messiah to benefit the Foundling Hospital.
Leporin, for whom he had acted as assistant. Handel moved into a newly built house at 25 Brook Street,
London, which he rented until his death in  Six years later, Handel suffered a second springtime stroke. Handel
was known for being a generous man, even in death. In Handel lost sight in his other eye and was rendered
completely blind. His Rodrigo was produced in Florence in , and his Agrippina at Venice in  The use of
English soloists reached its height at the first performance of Samson. His first two operas, Almira and Nero,
were produced in  Bach apparently said "[Handel] is the only person I would wish to see before I die, and the
only person I would wish to be, were I not Bach. For the young Lord Burlington, Handel wrote Amadigi di
Gaula, a magical opera, about a damsel in distress, based on the tragedy by Antoine Houdar de la Motte.
However, his father, a distinguished citizen of Halle and an eminent barber-surgeon who served as valet and
barber to the Courts of Saxony and Brandenburg, was opposed to his son's wish to pursue a musical career,
preferring him to study law. Of the former, Ode for St. Also notable are his sixteen keyboard suites, especially
The Harmonious Blacksmith. During his early years in London, one of his most important patrons was the
young and wealthy Richard Boyle, 3rd Earl of Burlington, who showed an early love of his music. During , G.
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