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Even men with education feels that, a woman has no place in the work field, or being seen out in the public.
Gertrude is used by the King, as well as Polonius At the beginning of the play, we get a very biased insight
into the character of Gertrude and how those around her perceive her In the play, Hamlet, by William
Shakespeare, Ophelia is no exception to the social order Opcit, p. We can see that Shakespeare didn't
necessarily believe this, by looking at the role of women in other plays of Shakespeare's Women have been
shown as being victims of men, who torture them mentally and physically. Throughout history, women have a
limited amount of work they are permitted to do, and are confined to doing housework. By encapsulating in
one person what all men want, sex and power, Shakespeare created a character that can direct men even if they
are not aware that they are being used for her selfish goals. However, despite being victimized by the
domineering men, their individual strengths set them apart from their abusers. Introduction Shakespeare
portrays women in different ways in his plays. Banarjee and Thamos have quoted Morton Luce words, : A
maiden innocent as innocence, childhood as childhood, yet a very woman of a very woman, whom a queen
would gladly take to her as a daughter, whose bride-bed a queen would have decked with flowers; who was
importuned with the love of Hamlet in honorable fashion, besmirched with no soil, no cautel : who returned
his love with such maiden modesty that the selfish warning of her brother, the coarse injunctions, the
impertinent inquires of her father, the fantastic insinuations of her half-frenzied lover, could not convict her of
one evil thought ; she in whose grave that brother and that lover contended for loving martyrdom ; she from
whose fair and unpolluted flesh may violets spring. French M, Perhaps, Shakespeare could be emphasizing
that doubt and suspicion lead to tragedy. They always needed to have someone looking after them, and if they
were married, it was William Shakespeare : Gay? She wants to marry according to her desire. She has to
convince Desdemona that there are women who betray their husbands. The two have an ongoing conflict
about who should keep the Indian boy, whose mother had recently died. As the shipwreck occupies in her
mind she has tears in her eyes continuously. However, he actually treats them with a great amount of respect.
The population had two classes - the upper class and the lower class. His plays apparently project an image of
the conception and treatment of women in Elizabethan time. All these women play different role in different
social position and differs from each other. The language used by Shakespeare creates a doubt whether Iago is
a sexist and misogynistic character in the play or is Shakespeare expressing his own views towards women.
Throughout this paper you will hear supporting details about how the two authors had contrasting ideas about
the way men should treat women Women have had to struggle for the rights they have today, even if some of
us may still question if women really do have the same rights as a man. The ideal woman was believed to be a
virgin and a faithful wife. However, in Shakespeare different plays women play a variety of roles. Then there
was his youngest daughter she was In drama Hamlet, Shakespeare showed Hamlet in " war " for women.
When conflict occurs between any male characters, the female character can be torn and forced to make a
decision in which no matter the decision, she will be put in a bad view. What should mainly be taken into
consideration is the fact that this play is set in a world mainly dominated by masculine characters. The society
of the time was a patriarchal one, where a male God was the ultimate leader, and below him came the king,
then the nobles. Tenderness and cruelty mingle in her soul and these two keep inter-reacting all the time under
different shapes. However, when she discovers the truth behind his lies, she fearlessly exposes him and all of
his schemes. Even though Queen Elizabeth didn't have a major role in the film, her characteristics were
displayed through the main heroine, Lady Viola. But the audience knows that Don John is a bad apple. They
were seen as possessions rather than being just as equally human and capable of duties performed by men. The
Elizabethans believed that a peaceful and tamed house wife was a good wife. Throughout the play Hamlet,
Shakespeare demonstrated brutal treatment towards women by the male characters in the play, whether it be
verbally or with emotional abuse She employs power over her husband and encourages him to murder
Duncan. In disguising she goes after what she wants. These women each have an obligation to remain loyal
and respect their husband's wishes, especially Desdemona and Emilia. Chapter 1. Whether it was getting the
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right to vote or even being able to join the work force, women have earned their place in society today. The
play, a romantic comedy, portrays the adventures of four young lovers, an amateur actor's group, their
interactions with a Duke and Duchess, and with fairies in a moonlit forest.


