
HOW ENLIGHTENMENT SHAPED THE BIRTH OF

The enlightenment shaped the birth of the american republic. 1. The Enlightenment was crucial in determining almost
every aspect of colonial.

The Scientific Revolution began with the publication of Nicolaus Copernicus ' heliocentric sun-centered
universe theory in  Gradually, thinkers embraced the Copernican-Newtonian paradigm. Frederick explained:
"My principal occupation is to combat ignorance and prejudice Also, the violent religious wars that bloody
Europe in the early modern period motivate the development of secular, this-worldly ethics, insofar as they
indicate the failure of religious doctrines concerning God and the afterlife to establish a stable foundation for
ethics. The idea that society is a social contract between the government and the governed stemmed from the
Enlightenment as well. The devolution of the French Revolution into the Reign of Terror is perceived by many
as proving the emptiness and hypocrisy of Enlightenment reason, and is one of the main factors which account
for the end of the Enlightenment as an historical period. Tutored by Locke, Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 3rd Earl
of Shaftesbury wrote in "There is a mighty Light which spreads its self over the world especially in those two
free Nations of England and Holland; on whom the Affairs of Europe now turn". How can we be sure that
these objects do not appear one way before the mind and exist in another way or not at all in reality outside the
mind? The document incorporated many Enlightenment ideas. Isaac Newton was an English mathematician
and physicist who laid the foundation for classical mechanics and calculus. It is significant that both
Shaftesbury and Hutcheson, the two founders of modern moral sense theory, articulate their ethical theory in
conjunction with an aesthetic theory. The deist movement became popular during the Enlightenment. For
moderate Christians, this meant a return to simple Scripture. What were some results of the Enlightenment?
Official scientific societies were chartered by the state in order to provide technical expertise. Rationalists,
who lived primarily in continental Europe, argued that senses were untrustworthy and knowledge came from
the mind, through conceiving of or intuiting ideas, according to Loyola University New Orleans. Alongside
the rationalist strand of ethical philosophy in the Enlightenment, there is also a very significant empiricist
strand. James Madison confronts this tension in the context of arguing for the adoption of the U. In this way,
Shaftesbury defines the moral sense that plays a significant role in the theories of subsequent Enlightenment
thinkers such as Francis Hutcheson and David Hume. The collaborative nature of the project, especially in the
context of state opposition, contributes significantly to the formation of a shared sense of purpose among the
wide variety of intellectuals who belong to the French Enlightenment. According to Thomas Paine , deism is
the simple belief in God the Creator , with no reference to the Bible or any other miraculous source. The
French Revolution and the American Revolution were almost direct results of Enlightenment thinking.
Enlightenment intellectuals thought that all human endeavors should aim to increase knowledge and reason,
rather than elicit emotional responses. The contract consists in the self-alienation by each associate of all rights
and possessions to the body politic. Many Enlightenment writers and thinkers had backgrounds in the sciences
and associated scientific advancement with the overthrow of religion and traditional authority in favour of the
development of free speech and thought. Arguably the pleasure we feel in the apprehension of something
beautiful is disinterested pleasure. While the Philosophes of the French Enlightenment were not
revolutionaries and many were members of the nobility, their ideas played an important part in undermining
the legitimacy of the Old Regime and shaping the French Revolution. The enthusiasm for the scientific study
of humanity in the period incorporates a tension or paradox concerning the place of humanity in the cosmos,
as the cosmos is re-conceived in the context of Enlightenment philosophy and science. Many of the founding
fathers Jefferson, Franklin, Madison, Paine author statements or tracts that are sympathetic to deism; and their
deistic sympathies influence the place given or not given to religion in the new American state that they found.
These rulers are called "enlightened despots" by historians. In the wake of political turmoil in England, Locke
asserted the right of a people to change a government that did not protect natural rights of life, liberty and
property.


