
LEPROSY RESEARCH

Leprosy research: future targets and priorities. Future Targets. In addition to ofloxacin, two more drugs - minocycline (a
tetracycline) and clarithromycin (a.

In this hypothetical model, we can postulate that chemoprophylaxis or preemptive treatment of contacts of
multibacillary cases and effective treatment of leprosy cases decreases spillage of M. The efficacy and safety
of combinations of rifampicin, ofloxacin and minocycline as fully supervised, intermittent regimens will be
studied in multicentre field trials. This could be combined with simple instructions about how to suspect and
refer new cases. Gupta et al. First, as infectious diseases, innovative ways to reduce transmission to new hosts
and, thus, reduce the future burden of disease in populations at risk are being developed. We suggest some
important areas of focus for future Hansen's disease research. His findings were the result of analyzing
patients in the Norwegian leprosarium of Reitgjaerdet in whom the transmission within household was
relatively low and most cases occurred in men who had more contact with environmental sources. The
classification of leprosy should be determined by clinical prognosis and to distinguish which cases may be
potentially infectious 1 , 23 ,  Sequencing of the HD genome and discoveries of genetic material in human
skeletal material from previous centuries also give us more information about the movement of the disease as
well as about human migration. Competing interests: None declared. The recruitment of centres for these
multicentre field trials will be completed in  In Japan, mandatory confinement continued until the mids.
Mycolatone is the toxin produced by M. There is a great need, however, to simplify the basic principles and
then decentralize the skills to affected communities. Additionally, M. He further proposed that perhaps a
living organism or ground containing decomposing material were factors involved in the transmission cycle [
25 ]. A more nuanced system of classification recognizes a spectrum of cell-mediated responses to the disease,
with five categories of the disease 23 , 24 ; these include, from the least to the most severe or the greatest to
the least immune response , tuberculoid TT Fig. While leprosy bacilli are present in the nasopharynx of
individuals with multibacillary leprosy [ 51 ] and from cutaneous lesions [ 52 ], and that these bacilli are able
to infect other susceptible human hosts [ 18 , 19 ], the precise mechanism and route of transmission remain to
be completely elucidated. Further studies using novel molecular assays need to be conducted to assess the
potential contribution of arthropods to the transmission of leprosy in endemic areas. The highest priority,
however, will remain with research studies in areas which would be directly beneficial for the patients in the
community. Mechanical studies have demonstrated the feasibility of biting arthropods to uptake M. There
were , new cases of HD reported in , underscoring the persistent transmission of the disease despite an overall
decrease in its prevalence  Environmental factors such as climate, type of soil and water, environmental degree
of acidity [ 20 ], etc.


