
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ISSUE OF BAPTISM

baptism, he told his disciples to train people in the ways of direction on this issue is not clear cut and therefore we are
happy to do any of the following: 1.

Excavated mikveh in Qumran , Israel Baptism has similarities to Tvilah , a Jewish purification ritual of
immersing in water, which is required for, among other things, conversion to Judaism , [37] but which differs
in being repeatable, while baptism is to be performed only once. Heb lists a number of basic Christian
teachings e. Instead, the occasion for receiving the Holy Spirit, that is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, is the
moment of salvation. Immersion, however, is not the only acceptable mode of baptism. However, they do not
believe that baptism is necessary for salvation; but rather that it is an act of Christian obedience. We protect
them from their innate vulnerability by refusing to hurry them to baptism at their first interest in Christ. That
in some cases the laying on of hands is mentioned does not mean that it was only through this act that the
Spirit was imparted to new believers. If you would like to be considered for baptism after reading this article,
please speak with Pastor Don or email him at don truthcommunitychurch. Baptized believers are also called to
fulfill righteousness by obedience to the Father in the model of Jesus. The benefit of this is that the believer
still makes a confession of Christ without their conscience being violated. Meaning and effects[ edit ] Baptism
of Augustine of Hippo as represented in a sculptural group in Troyes cathedral There are differences in views
about the effect of baptism for a Christian. Indeed, it lacks some of the essential elements of baptism, namely,
the participati0on of the believer in the dramatization of conversion, the pledge before God of a clear
conscience 1 Peter , and the confession of Christ before the church in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Likewise, in baptism the believer receives the external symbol of the covenant made at the time of
salvation. Act of discipleship Baptism is also a decisive act of obedience in discipleship of Jesus. The result
was the same when Philip preached. Immediately prior to the service, our pastor will explain the actual
immersion so you know what to expect. It is a gift which God has given to believers in order to impress upon
their minds the nature and certainty of their conversion. They are washed, cleansed from their sins. Thus, we
believe there is wisdom in the general practice of postponing baptism until the early to mid-teen years, at the
earliest. Nevertheless, the issues surround baptism present challenges for churches trying to be faithful to the
meaning of baptism, the conscience of believers, and the unity of the universal Church, which baptism is
intended to maintain. Davis and Dale C. The few cases where it was performed are very peculiar and should
not be used to universalize the practice. Afterward It is has been nearly five years since I wrote this paper and
I have had the privilege of serving in pastoral ministry over those years. One student, a fourteen year old,
decided to follow Christ and is interested in being baptized. It looks as if Matthew perceives baptism as
occurring in the middle of a discipling-and-teaching process that must continue indefinitely. By contrast, a
child who loses interest in baptism and obedience to the Lord was simply never truly converted. Others, of the
Anabaptist belief, use "immersion" to mean exclusively plunging someone entirely under the surface of the
water. Paul makes reference to this change of life, in the context of his discussion on baptism, by contrasting
the condition of the individual before and after becoming a Christian. It makes no difference if you are a Jew
or a Greek, those who are in Christ are the recipients of the promise Galatians  Also, while it may be ideal for
baptism to immediately follow conversion, it does not necessarily need to be. Both are an external sign of the
covenant.


