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The Taj Mahal is an ivory-white marble mausoleum on the south bank of the Yamuna river in the Indian city of Agra. It
was commissioned in by the Mughal.

Similar claims are made for many famous buildings. Upon emerging, some say he had aged, now sporting
white hair and needing glasses. Archways in the mosque. Polluting traffic is not allowed near the complex and
tourists must either walk from parking areas or catch an electric bus. During this time the garden was
remodelled with British-style lawns that are still in place today. Eight pishtaq arches define the space at
ground level and, as with the exterior, each lower pishtaq is crowned by a second pishtaq about midway up the
wall. Before we knew it we had arrived in the humid, sweaty, dusty and overcrowded city of Agra. Estimates
of the cost of construction vary due to difficulties in estimating costs across time. Future conservation work
will need to follow guidelines that ensure that qualities such as form and design continue to be preserved. It is
highly polished and richly decorated with inlay work. Outside the walls are several additional mausoleums,
including those of Shah Jahan's other wives , and a larger tomb for Mumtaz's favourite servant. Read more
about visiting Taj Mahal at night Taj Mahal Garden The garden that beautifies the monument of love,
beginning from the entryway and spreading across to the base of the mausoleum is one of the leading
highlights of visiting Taj Mahal. She died in while bearing their fourteenth child, and Shah Jahan never really
recovered from the loss. Its recognised architectonic beauty has a rhythmic combination of solids and voids,
concave and convex and light shadow; such as arches and domes further increases the aesthetic aspect. Each
quarter portion of the garden has 16 flowerbeds each of which was planted with plants. I had always been
reticent about visiting the famous site purely because I hate crowds and in my cranky old age cannot think of
anything worse than standing in long lines for hours. Shah Jahan hired Amanat Khan, a master calligrapher, to
work on the inlaid verses. Although no one, main architect for the Taj Mahal is known, it is believed that Shah
Jahan, who was already passionate about architecture, worked on the plans himself with the input and aid of a
number of the best architects of his time. It is also, one of the best examples of raised tomb variety. In , after
30 years as emperor, Shah Jahan was usurped and placed in the luxurious Red Fort in Agra. The western
building is a mosque and the other is the jawab answer , thought to have been constructed for architectural
balance although it may have been used as a guesthouse. BJP government's union minister of culture Mahesh
Sharma stated in November during a session of the parliament, that there was no evidence that it was a temple.
The charbagh garden , a design inspired by Persian gardens , was introduced to India by Babur , the first
Mughal emperor. According to one gruesome and most likely sensational story, Shah Jahan had his minions
cut off the hands of the Taj Mahal's architect and his workers after the structure was completed, ensuring they
would never build another of its kind. We were in a private luxury car arranged by the amazing Micato Safaris
taking us from Delhi to Agra on a four-hour drive. The white marble was incredibly heavy and quarried in
Makrana, miles away. By the s, the British ousted the Mughals and took over India. However, there is no
historical evidence to support this theory. It is these details that make the Taj Mahal astoundingly feminine
and opulent. The most impressive in the Taj Mahal complex next to the tomb, is the main gate which stands
majestically in the centre of the southern wall of the forecourt. The 22 passages from the Quran were
reportedly chosen by Amanat Khan himself. The turquoise was from Tibet and the Lapis lazuli from
Afghanistan , while the sapphire came from Sri Lanka and the carnelian from Arabia. Video cameras are not
allowed inside the monument during the night viewing. Calligraphy of Arabic Ayaat. On the lid of the casket
is a raised rectangular lozenge meant to suggest a writing tablet. All these aspects, the dates and the timings
for the night viewing of the Taj are decided by the Archaeological Survey of India. Instead of lashed bamboo ,
workmen constructed a colossal brick scaffold that mirrored the tomb. It symbolises the four flowing rivers of
Jannah Paradise and reflects the Paradise garden derived from the Persian paridaeza, meaning 'walled garden.
Construction of the mausoleum was completed around  Protection and management requirements The
management of Taj Mahal complex is carried out by the Archaeological Survey of India and the legal
protection of the monument and the control over the regulated area around the monument is through the
various legislative and regulatory frameworks that have been established, including the Ancient Monument
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act and Rules Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
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Remains Amendment and Validation ; which is adequate to the overall administration of the property and
buffer areas. The top of the platform is reached through a lateral flight of steps provided in the centre of the
southern side. The upper cenotaphs are only illusory and the real graves are in the lower tomb chamber crypt ,
a practice adopted in the imperial Mughal tombs.


