THE POISON WOOD BIBLE
The Poisonwood Bible book. Read reviews from the world's largest community for readers. The Poisonwood Bible is a
story told by the wife and four. .

The four girls increasingly mature and develop differently as each adapts to African village life and the
political turmoil that overtakes the Belgian Congo in the s. As she explained to The New York Times
Magazine in , "If I were to write a nonfiction book about the brief blossoming and destruction of the
independence of the Congo, and what the C. Wrong again, read Tom Hiney's "On the Missionary Trail" for a
non-fiction perspective that documents ways in which many missionaries were actually upsetting the colonial
balance by preparing native peoples for independence, tutoring leaders on negotiation with world powers,
recording native history and cultural practices and transcribing their languages, ; see also Philips Jenkins' "The
Next Christendom". After Mama Tataba departs, an orphan boy named Nelson becomes the family servant.
The Price family packs up their belongings for their flight to the Congo, where they are going to spend a year
as the family of a missionary. Instead I can write a novel that's ostensibly about family and culture and an
exotic locale. Ruth May Price 5 at the start of the novel â€” the youngest Price girl; she is playful,
independent, adventurous, perceptive, and inquisitive. The voices of her characters are as much written as
spoken. The understanding of African life, customs, language and landscape as well as the ability to portray
this amazingly beautiful land as a living organism were compellingly impressed upon my mind. The most
outspoken of the women, Leah is prone to dogmatism and concerned with her own salvation. She puns and
rhymes and turns words inside out. Was there truly not a single benefit of colonialism? Were all involved in
the downfall of the Congo Christians? Their passionately intertwined stories become a compelling exploration
of moral risk and personal responsibility. The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles
of the twentieth century: the Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected
prime minister, the CIA coup to install his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order
that robs the fledgling African nation of its autonomy. Its verses are inescapable. There have been efforts to
ban the text. Ruth May becomes very sick and lies in bed for the majority of the day. She plays with words
and is a lover of palindromes, with which her chapters are punctuated. Her twin Adah suffers from hemiplegia
and, for much of the novel, cannot speak at all. It tells the story of a missionary family who move from the
USA to the Belgian Congo in the late s. Brother Fowles â€” a New Yorker; the Prices' predecessor on the
mission. Mazes of rough alleyways, piles of rice and maize flour, bloody mounds of freshly slaughtered beef,
pungent dried fish, bales of cotton, the thunderous rains and the taste of fresh lime juice. Anatole Ngemba â€”
the village teacher; an orphan, his fluency in English allows him to be an interpreter for Nathan's sermons.
Green mambas really are that deadly.

