
THE DEPICTION OF WOMEN PROBLEMS DURING THE 17TH CENTURY IN

JOHN MILTONS PARADISE LOST

John Milton portrays the only female character in his epic poem, Paradise Lost, as a subservient creature caught in a
seemingly misogynistic society. Milton.

Yet these specific tracts, which continue the querelle des femmes tradition, introduce rhetorical and narrative
innovations to the story of Genesis. A treatise on household government by John Dod and Robert Cleaver
elaborates on and contrasts the duties of husband and wife, setting up explicit parallels between the household
and the commonwealth. According to Aristotle, a hero is someone who is "superhuman, godlike, and divine"
but is also human. Therefore, although Milton credits God with speech and with enough form that the Son can
sit "on his right," everything relating to God in Paradise Lost should be understood as a kind of metaphor, a
device used to place the divine in human terms 3. Idolatry[ edit ] Milton's 17th-century contemporaries by and
large criticised his ideas and considered him as a radical, mostly because of his Protestant views on politics
and religion. Her goal is to offer an alternate defense through an alternative narrative of the Garden. This
projection of the identity of the serpent, and thus of Satan, onto Swetnam protects Eve and all women from
this association while the pamphleteer is drawn into the Fall story himself. As Milton shows us, not by chance,
but through her own rebellious search for independence. Unmarried virgins and wives were to maintain
silence in the public sphere and give unstinting obedience to father and husband, though widows had some
scope for making their own decisions and managing their affairs. Thus, their own romantic failures produce
their decision to blame all women. Religious and legal definitions of gender roles and norms are proclaimed in
the marriage liturgy from the Book of Common Prayer and in The Law's Resolutions of Women's Rights ,
both of which begin from the Genesis story of Adam and Eve's creation, marriage, and Fall. While the
argument of Eve's composition derives from the issue of priority in creation, the larger question is the essential
composition of Eve. In fact, Milton's first attempts to write the story of man's fall took the form of a tragedy
that he later rejected in favor of epic. Perhaps because of the contradictions inherent in the attribution of
human characteristics to a divine being, Milton's portrayal of God has been a frequent subject of debate among
scholars and critics. Milton excelled in school, and went on to study privately in his twenties and thirties. Eve's
arguments had, of course, seduced Adam to fall; consequently, women defenders could be aligned with Eve.
After serving for a few years in a civil position, he retired briefly to his house in Westminster because his
eyesight was failing. The insight of these female writersâ€”that in taking up a defense of women, they actually
operate in the position of Eveâ€”is one to which Milton appears to respond in his epic. Like Raphael, Milton
solves the problem by expressing the infinite in terms of the tangible by portraying God as if he were an
individual, when he is really something much greater. By the same images had been re-engraved on a smaller
scale by Paul Fourdrinier. Fish writes, "The reading experience becomes the felt measure of man's loss" as the
reader is first seduced by Satan's powerful and impressive logic, then slowly realizes that the logic is in fact
twisted and nonsensical Surprised by Sin  This list reconfigures the conventions of a defense into a tribute to
women who have successfully acquired knowledge. Upon seeing her reflection, Eve becomes captivated with
its beauty, and cannot bear to tear her eyes away. Written by Sandra M. Most helpful essay resource ever!
Milton continued to dictate Paradise Lost for several years, finishing in when it was first published in ten
books. As a young teenager he attended the prestigious St. She has taught courses in world literature and on
family and sexuality in the Bible. That is, instead of directing their thoughts towards God, humans will turn to
erected objects and falsely invest their faith there. Some texts reveal direct challenges to, or themselves
challenge, the cultural norms defining gender and household roles. Even if one builds a structure in the name
of God, the best of intentions can become immoral in idolatry. It is this pool of water that brings to light
several qualities used to emphasize her inferiority, for not only does Eve mistake her reflection for another
being, she immediately becomes enraptured by her own beauty. After he excelled at St. But what a serpent!
This denomination called for the abolishment of bishops, an office that exists as part of the Catholic and
Anglican churches. Thus, Eve is much smarter and more powerful than she is ever given credit for. Speght
continues to assert her authorship in the resulting dream vision. After eating the fruit, Adam and Eve have



THE DEPICTION OF WOMEN PROBLEMS DURING THE 17TH CENTURY IN

JOHN MILTONS PARADISE LOST

lustful sex. Satan is deeply arrogant, albeit powerful and charismatic. Realizing that they have committed a
terrible act against God, they engage in mutual recrimination. This attack on all of women, begun in Milton
with his attack on Eve and extended to all women in the course of the speech, is characteristic of this tradition
and particularly of Swetnam's popular tract. So ordered, the family was seen as the secure foundation of
society and the patriarch's role as analogous to that of God in the universe and the king in the state.


