
FTHE SAPIR WHORF HYPOTHESIS

The hypothesis of linguistic relativity, part of relativism, also known as the Sapirâ€“ Whorf hypothesis /sÉ™ËŒpÉªÉ™r
ËˆhwÉ”Ë•rf/, or Whorfianism is a principle claiming.

Linguistic determinism can best be demonstrated in situations in which language is the principal means of
drawing people's attention to a particular aspect of experience. For one, language is only one factor that
influences cognition and behavior. This is because there is a correspondence of the language with the
intellectual part of man, or with his thought, like that of an effect with its cause. Whorf's point was that while
English speakers may be able to understand how a Hopi speaker thinks, they do not think in that way.
Language 5. The first of these criteria is that of the theoretical scope. The theory so interested me that I just
did the experiment as a means of personally verifying its validity. The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis. Language
diversity and thought: A reformulation of the linguistic relativity hypothesis. The children then see the marble
removed and placed in a basket after the doll is taken away. It came about in  Overwhelmingly, the deaf
children with deaf parents answer correctly that the doll will look in the box. Refinements[ edit ] Researchers
such as Boroditsky , Lucy and Levinson believe that language influences thought in more limited ways than
the broadest early claims. As early as , he alludes to something along the lines of linguistic relativity in
commenting on a passage in the table of nations in the book of Genesis: "Everyone according to his language,
according to their families, as to their nations. Critics such as Lenneberg, Black and Pinker attribute to Whorf
a strong linguistic determinism, while Lucy , Silverstein and Levinson point to Whorf's explicit rejections of
determinism, and where he contends that translation and commensuration is possible. In Whorf's words: We
dissect nature along lines laid down by our native language. Main articles: Universalism and Universalism and
relativism of color terminology Lenneberg was also one of the first cognitive scientists to begin development
of the Universalist theory of language that was formulated by Chomsky in the form of Universal Grammar ,
effectively arguing that all languages share the same underlying structure. Such facts are grist for the mill of
linguistic relativity. And, in the words of Sapir: 'Human beings Psycholinguistic studies explored motion
perception, emotion perception, object representation and memory. Plato argued against sophist thinkers such
as Gorgias of Leontini , who held that the physical world cannot be experienced except through language; this
made the question of truth dependent on aesthetic preferences or functional consequences. Recent work with
bilingual speakers attempts to distinguish the effects of language from those of culture on bilingual cognition
including perceptions of time, space, motion, colors and emotion. Although Whorf lacked an advanced degree
in linguistics, his reputation reflects his acquired competence. When looking at what is included in the
possible factors of analysis for this theory, one can see that there are many possibilities: all of thought to be
more accurate. They assessed linguistic relativity experimentally and published their findings in  For example,
they found that even though languages have different color terminologies, they generally recognize certain
hues as more focal than others. His line of thought was continued by linguists and anthropologists such as
Hoijer and Lee who both continued investigations into the effect of language on habitual thought, and Trager ,
who prepared a number of Whorf's papers for posthumous publishing. Eric Lenneberg[ edit ] In , Eric
Lenneberg criticised Whorf's examples from an objectivist view of language holding that languages are
principally meant to represent events in the real world and that even though languages express these ideas in
various ways, the meanings of such expressions and therefore the thoughts of the speaker are equivalent.
Investigating Language and Thought How can such bold claims be substantiated beyond examination of
individual languages themselves? The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis addresses the criteria that are set forth for
evaluation and meets them very well. Perhaps a few examples of superficial differences in language and
associated behavior are enough to demonstrate the existence of linguistic relativity. The Sapir Wharf
Hypothesis very transparently presents a view of reality being expressed in language and thus forming in
thought. Among the criticisms of the strong form of the Hypothesis are: One of Whorf's central arguments in
his paper on language determining thought was that the Hopi terminology for time gave the Hopi a different
and unique understanding of how time worked, distinct from the typical Western conception of time. They
studied color terminology formation and showed clear universal trends in color naming. The strong version of
the hypothesis states that all human thoughts and actions are bound by the restraints of language, and is
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generally less accepted than the weaker version, which says that language only somewhat shapes our thinking
and behavior.


