
THE ABBEY OF CLUNY IN BURGUNDY

Cluny Abbey is a former Benedictine monastery in Cluny, SaÃ´ne-et-Loire, France . In donating his hunting preserve in
the forests of Burgundy, William released Cluny Abbey from all future obligation to him and his family other than prayer.

Lecture tour of the Abbey and the town : French, English, German, Italian, Spanish, Dutch Reservations: 2
weeks Duration: from 1 hr 30 min to 2 hrs 30 min Maximun group size without splitting, up to 50 people
maximum for each show for the 3D film 10 min News: A new tour itinerary has been created to illustrate the
history of the Abbey through the remaining ruins of what was once the largest church in Christendom. Its
church was the largest Christian building in the world until St. The deep choir, comprising a straight aisle and
a semicircular apse, was flanked by two enclosed chapels and linear exterior walls. This is the period that
achieved the final Christianization of the heartland of Europe. Partly due to the Order's opulence, the Cluniac
monasteries of nuns were not seen as being particularly cost-effective. The customs of Cluny represented a
shift from the earlier ideal of a Benedictine monastery as an agriculturally self-sufficient unit. Outside
monastic structures, the rise of English and French nationalism created a climate unfavourable to the existence
of monasteries autocratically ruled by a head residing in Burgundy. Start your voyage in time on the square in
front of the abbey. Cluny and the Gregorian reforms[ edit ] A plan of the Abbey. At its height of its influence
in the 12th century, Cluny was at the head of a monastic "empire" of 10, monks. Contemporary patrons
normally retained a proprietary interest and expected to install their kinsmen as abbots. Alfonso VI
re-established it in , and confirmed it in  All English and Scottish Cluniacs were bound to cross to France to
Cluny to consult or be consulted unless the abbot chose to come to Britain, which occurred five times in the
13th century, and only twice in the 14th. The bell tower is equally impressive. Construction was completed in
the mid 12th century, the high point of the abbey's history. William placed Cluny under the protection of saints
Peter and Paul, with a curse on anyone who should violate the charter. The entire nave is gone. The French
Government worked to relocate such treasures, including those that ended up in private hands. Should Cluny
be rebuilt? Hospitality was to be given to the poor, strangers, and pilgrims. Today, one transept of the
12th-century abbey church remains, along with 15th-century abbots' residences and 18th-century convent
buildings. Other visitors are free to join the group. But when new monasteries were founded in the Cluniac
tradition, these were designated "priories," not abbeys, and were accordingly overseen by a prior who reported
to the abbot of Cluny. Monastic intercession was believed indispensable to achieving a state of grace, and lay
rulers competed to be remembered in Cluny's endless prayers; this inspired the endowments in land and
benefices that made other arts possible. In the early 12th century, however, the order began to lose momentum
under poor government. The distribution of other units, such as the house of Abad, the school of novices,
warehouse, cellar, stables, the guest house for pilgrims, the garden and the cemetery, is variable depending on
the land, climate, the number of monks and the richness of the community. The exception was the priory at
Paisley which was raised to the status of an abbey in answerable only to the Pope. Cluny was subsequently
revitalized under Abbot Peter the Venerable d. In building the third and final church at Cluny, the monastery
constructed what was to remain the largest building in Europe until the 16th century when the new St. The
18th century abbey buildings and cloisters blend in harmoniously. Others still were stored away in the Cluny
town hall. The crossing, with great illumination from its many windows, consisted of three cylindrical vaults.
This was the biggest annuity that the Order ever received from king or layman, and it was never surpassed.
Thus Cluny was able to avoid the secular entanglements that plagued many other monasteries. Unlike most
monastic patrons, William relieved the monks of Cluny of all obligations to him except for their prayers for
his soul. Of those that were left, some were burned in by a rioting mob during the French Revolution. The
Cluniac establishment found itself closely identified with the Papacy. Rediscovering Cluny, I found myself in
a medieval town brimming with character and charm. In St Benedict of Aniane , the "second Benedict",
developed monastic constitutions at the urging of Louis the Pious to govern all the Carolingian monasteries.


