
DOES THE ENVIRONMENT INFLUENCE SOCIETY OR

Below are just a few examples of how the environment can impact you. or discourage interactions among people (and
the subsequent benefits of social support). The environment can influence peoples' behavior and motivation to act.

This figure is one of the lowest in the OECD a. A New Zealand study found that area deprivation was not
always consistently associated with lack of community resources including recreational amenities, shopping,
educational and health facilities Pearce et al. The evidence of environmental effects of air pollution and lead
has been reflected in legislation in many countries directed at reducing levels of these pollutants in the
environment. Good design can reduce noise from paging systems, equipment, alarms, roommates, and staff by
reducing the sources and by increasing sound absorption. Another important environmental influence on
homicide and suicide rates is the ease of access to firearms, which has a strong association with homicide rates
Hepburn and Hemenway,  As neuroscientist Candice Pert puts it, "What you are thinking at any moment is
changing your biochemistry. Many European countries have strong antisprawl and pro-urban centralization
policies that may contribute to environments that encourage walking and physical activity as part of daily life
Richardson and Bae,  In fact, the economic, social and physical environments that surround us can have a
much greater impact on our health than how often we go to the doctor's office. Are environmental factors
worse in the United States than in other high-income countries? There is scant literature comparing social and
physical environmental features across countries. This necessitated some careful gardening: In order to
remove them from the ground, you had to dig around them and then tie your dog to the roots, which would
then run away and pull out the plant apparently the dog was impervious to the demonâ€¦. In general, U. Here
we provide selected examples of the ways in which levels or distributions of physical and social environments
relevant to health might differ between the United States and other high-income countries. Therefore, an
individual who is dissatisfied with certain social conditions that are unsuited to the demands of his
individuality. In fact, from early times human settlements have cropped up in places where nature has not been
entirely uncongenial, where air and water are in abundant supply and cultivation relatively less difficult. First
of all, humans have a strong need for safety and security and look for those attributes in their environment.
Perhaps most importantly for health, the environment can create or reduce stress, which in turn impacts our
bodies in multiple ways. In this way, a common physical environmental feature may explain the coexistence
of the U. For example, because of poor design, nurses in most hospitals spend a great deal of time just
gathering the material they need for care. Cities in the United States tend to be less compact and have fewer
public transportation and nonmotorized travel options and longer commuting distances than cities in other
high-income countries Richardson and Bae,  According to the World Gallup Poll, people in the United States
are less likely than people in other high-income countries to express confidence in social institutions, and
Americans also have the lowest voting participation rates of OECD countries. Retailers and the hospitality
industry know this very well and try to provide an atmosphere that creates a positive customer experience and
offers three important attributes: comfort, safety, and entertainment. Other important differences in
work-related policies include employment protection and unemployment benefits, as well as family and
sickness leave see Chapter 8. Research on Culture and Environment. Spatial Distribution of Environmental
Factors Research in the s demonstrated that people of low socioeconomic status were more likely to
experience residential segregation in the United States than in some European countries Sellers,  But not all of
these are the result of pigments; some are the result of the interaction between light and microscopic surface
nanostructures. A range of other physical environmental features have been linked to other health outcomes.
Many factors that influence health are outside the traditional health care setting.


