
AN ESSAY ON CRITICISM SUMMARY SPARKNOTES

An Essay on Criticism by Alexander Pope. Alexander Pope's An Essay on Criticism () is a remarkable work of both
poetry and criticism. An Essay on Criticism was published when Pope was relatively young.

The phrase " fools rush in where angels fear to tread " from Part III has become part of the popular lexicon,
and has been used for and in various works. Published in , this poetic essay was a venture to identify and
define his own role as a poet and a critic. What if Pope was born in protestant family in England? Secondly, a
poet, according to Pope, should be born with his innate capacity to create; on the other side, a critic should
have true taste and both a poet and critic should cultivate their talents through education. Alexander Pope
Click through the tabs below to explore my analysis of different aspects of the poem. So, critic must not be
proud. Alexander Pope as the subject matter is a poet, translator, wit and a catholic was born in London in 
Pope says an artist imitates the nature. Pope argued that human nature is ever the same. Post navigation. This
truth to Nature is found in true wit. An Essay on Criticism was famously and fiercely attacked by John Dennis
, who is mentioned mockingly in the work. Last of all; Pope in Essay on Criticism criticizes the poetic diction
of the metaphysical poets of 17th century. By taking the ideas of classical artists, a critic has to judge the text.
The poem is written in heroic couplets, which just means that each line is written in iambic pentameter.
Osborn near the Walks, and J. Now, it is not necessary to go to nature again because to follow the classical
artist is to go to the nature. However, Pope encourages them to drink deeper to appreciate to expand their
horizons and embrace brilliant innovation. As this represents the beginning of his poetic career, the focus on
telling critics to go a bit easy may have been based on his own personal hopes. He says that "Words are like
leaves; and where they most abound, Much fruit of sense beneath is rarely found", and analysis of this
sentence show that ornamental language in a work of art distorts human nature or impoverishes the content but
simplicity and accuracy in language is more important than its form  Structure A few things to comment on
here. This age encouraged intellectual freedom as well as freedom from prejudice, religious beliefs, and
politics. Pope also use alliteration quite frequently in the poem, particularly at the beginning of the stanza. The
Essay also gives this famous line towards the end of Part II : To err is human, to forgive divine. He came from
a middle class family and was educated only up until he was 12, but dragged himself up as an intellectual by
binging on the classics of the Greek and Roman world as well as the big names of the time. Pope considers wit
as the polished and decorated form of language. Style and thought should go together. Thirdly, human nature
is very keenly observed by the ancient poets and critics that they expressed it in the medium of art objectively
so that Pope expresses the necessity of imitating ancients and its importance of literary tradition in Essay on
Criticism. Pope believes that the value of literary work depends not on its being ancient or modern, but on its
being true to Nature. Pope contends in the poem's opening couplets that bad criticism does greater harm than
bad writing: 'Tis hard to say, if greater Want of Skill Appear in Writing or in Judging ill, But, of the two, less
dang'rous is th' Offence, To tire our Patience, than mis-lead our Sense Some few in that, but Numbers err in
this, Ten Censure wrong for one who Writes amiss; A Fool might once himself alone expose, Now One in
Verse makes many more in Prose. This could be seen as a defence of innovation and progress in the world.
Modern Literary Criticism and Theory. Then Pope suggests to critics and poets, by giving main idea of art, to
imitate human nature itself as the best Greek and Roman poets and critics did.


