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The latter apparently died to accompany the elites into the afterlife, presumably to serve them, Schwartz says.
That could have happened, for example, when one society conquered another. Under them lay other bodies
without such treasures â€” they may have been lower-status people who were sacrificed. These horrific deeds
may have had some unexpected benefits, at least for some members of society. In Mesoamerica and the
Andes, Schwartz notes, it is common to find evidence of sacrificed captive warriors. This study, however,
highlights another aspect of belief in the divine. In pre-Columbian Mesoamerica, for example, where ritual
killing of humans was ubiquitous among the Maya, Inca, Aztecs and others, it can be tempting to identify any
evidence of violent death as sacrifice, but researchers may at times consider other explanations, such as mass
executions or reprisal killings, Schwartz notes. This frozen mummy was found entombed near the top of the
Llullaillaco volcano in northwest Argentina. New findings are also overturning some previous interpretations
of sacrifices. Scientists have found that these ceremonial killingsâ€”intended to appease godsâ€”may have
encouraged the development of complex civilizations in maritime Southeast Asia and the South Pacific,
though some experts remain unconvinced. Are they the last piece to the puzzle? Support for the social control
hypothesis is largely limited to historical anecdotes of human sacrifice 2 , 8 , where the causal claims have not
been subject to rigorous quantitative cross-cultural tests. This work, which often uses techniques from fields
outside traditional archaeology, is offering new insights about the victims â€” where they were from, what
roles they played in society, how they lived before they were killed and why they were chosen to begin with.
Whilst evolutionary theories of religion have focused on the functionality of prosocial and moral beliefs 9 , 10
, our results reveal a darker link between religion and the evolution of modern hierarchical societies 11 ,  Two
young women and two babies were buried in the tomb, accompanied by rich ornaments. Skeleton of a woman
in a tomb at the site of the ancient city Umm el-Marra, in present-day Syria. Menu Share Religious rites in
many traditional cultures, including on the Hawaiian Islands, incorporated costly offeringsâ€”like human
sacrifice. Human sacrifice was part of many traditional cultures across the globe, marking important events
like the death of a leader or the construction of a house or boat. Based on linguistic clues, the scientists built
family trees showing how the Austronesian cultures likely evolved and how they are related. New methods for
probing sacrifices Sacrifices undoubtedly played dramatic roles in human affairs in ancient history, but these
bloody rituals have proved challenging to study , says archaeologist Glenn Schwartz of Johns Hopkins
University. With ages of between 4 and 13, these were separately entombed victims of the Inca child sacrifice
practice known as capacocha. In highly stratified societies, class differences were strict, social mobility
restricted, and stature largely inherited. But research in the past decade using computed tomography CT scans
of the skeletons at Ur has shown that at least some of these people were killed by a blow to a head and were
not, perhaps, willing victims. Moderately stratified societies allowed for inherited status, but without
pronounced social classes. The family trees allowed them to estimate whether human sacrifice and social
stratification arose in the same places, and whether ritualized killings drove changes in class divisions.
Psychology Abstract Evidence for human sacrifice is found throughout the archaeological record of early
civilizations 1 , the ethnographic records of indigenous world cultures 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , and the texts of the most
prolific contemporary religions 6. They dispatched powerless individualsâ€”often slavesâ€”by cutting off their
heads, beating them to death, or crushing them with canoes until they died. A baby lies near her left knee,
hidden by pottery vessels in this photograph. It also revealed that the captives were likely kept at Yinxu for
years before they were sacrificed; Cheung and her colleagues suggested that these captives were enslaved as
laborers, since it would not otherwise make sense to support them for so long. Known as the Llullaillaco
Maiden, the year-old was ritually killed in an Inca rite hundreds of years ago. Lives designed for death
Scientists are also uncovering new details about the lifestyles of sacrificial victims. This was probably done to
keep them from decomposing so they could be kept on display in a public setting. Republish In the
Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh , the demigod and his comrade Enkidu rip out the heart of the Bull of
Heaven as a gift to the sun god Shamash. Recent research is deepening archaeological knowledge about the
practice of sacrifice through history. If Austronesian culture and language are connected, then the prediction of
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the family trees should match the historical record. Future breakthroughs in the archaeology of sacrifice may
come from both new technologies and fresh outlooks, in other words. One ambiguous scenario where
scientists could draw multiple interpretations is the site at Umm el-Marra, in what is now northern Syria,
which Schwartz has studied extensively. These inscriptions had suggested that many sacrificial victims were
foreigners whom the leaders of Yinxu captured in wars, and the isotopic analysis added physical evidence to
back up that scenario. In the islands of the Indian and Pacific oceans, powerful chiefs or priests usually carried
out the grim rites. So Watts and his colleagues analyzed 93 traditional Austronesian societies to fill that gap.


