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Chinese nationalism in the 19th and 20th centuries followed a very different suit than Japan's ShÃµwa evolution. Similar
to Perry's significance in Edo in , the .

During the s and s, Chinese nationalism within mainland China became mixed with the rhetoric of Marxism ,
and nationalistic rhetoric become in large part subsumed into internationalist rhetoric. It is true that Yan Fu,
and then Sun Yat-sen felt that they had to move forward prudently and prepare the people by education, and
therefore by what were once again Confucian methods, for democracy. Stimulated by the elites close to
government circles, it was once again instrumentalised by the latter in the spring of  It is true that the
authorities allowed these theses to be published and broadcast. The weakness of the state and the disruption of
the economy due to the Western presence left China unable to provide for its huge population. Because of the
slow death of communist ideology under the successive batterings of the reforms, of the opening-up and of the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the leadership of the Communist Party has been increasingly tempted since to
instrumentalise the anti-Western and especially anti-Japanese dimensions of Chinese nationalism. The
increase in the power of state nationalism after Tian'anmen 23The increase in the power of nationalism after
Tian'anmen has been multidimensional from the beginning. However, many critics argue that despite this
official view, assimilationist attitudes remain deeply entrenched, and popular views and actual power
relationships create a situation in which Chinese nationalism has in practice meant Han dominance of minority
areas and peoples and assimilation of those groups. But for many reasons these projects did not succeed: many
of them were not central to the state's concerns, scholars were still bound by the traditional examination
system based on the Confucian classics, and growing foreign imperialism was taxing China's economy and
society as much as its military. In fact, both within the Communist Party and in society, the various forms of
nationalism examined here still exist, and will probably continue to cohabit in future. While it is less
anti-Western than previous ones, this form of nationalism seeks nonetheless to contrast the path chosen by
China with that followed by the West. It is true that before this historic turning-point, China was much more
an empire than a Nation State, a civilisation and a culture dominated by one race zu â€”the Hanâ€”rather than
a society brought together by a national project, and even less so by a modern citizenship. Translations from
Egyptian writings and the Quran were used to support propaganda in favor of a Jihad against Japan. The
reform program after did begin to address structural reforms, with changes in and the eventual abolition of the
examination system, the establishment of more schools throughout the country which were to include Western
subjects, support for student study abroad, the establishment of a new national army under a new army
ministry, along with a new ministry of commerce, reform of the currency, and the promulgation of a
commercial code. In contrast, from the middle of the following decade, its influence grew rapidly,
concentrating its attacks on the United States and on Japan. On this last point, Japan and Korea come to
mindâ€”in the languages of these countries, as in Chinese, the idea of nationalism minzuzhuyi , introduced in
the nineteenth century includes the idea of race minzoshugi in Japanese and minjokchuyi in Korean 4.
Consequently, it deliberately kept its citizens ignorant of the human tragedy in Kosovo. It was partly thanks to
these efforts that in , at the end of the Second World War and the Sino-Japanese conflict, China, with the
support of the United States, became a permanent member of the UN Security Council. As an active
participant in the nationalist movement of the Fourth of May , which is to say the protests of the elites and of
the students against the decision contained in the Treaty of Versailles to transfer to Japan the former German
possessions in China, the Kuomintang largely contributed to the dismantling of the concessions, which
became definitive in , and more generally to the reintegration of the Chinese nation among the world's great
powers. General Bai preached Chinese nationalism and anti-imperialism. A final point is that these
demonstrations brought together a fairly limited number of participants between 10, and 20, , for a country
supposedly unanimously hostile to Japan. The Qing Ch'ing Dynasty , founded by the invading Manchus,
continued this splendor. Western military power was far superior to that of the Chinese, however, and China
was defeated in a series of military confrontations and forced to sign "unequal treaties" that opened Chinese
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ports known as "treaty ports" , first to European, and then to American and Japanese traders. The Manchus
were faced with the issue of maintaining loyalty among the people they ruled while at the same time
maintaining a distinctive identity.


