
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ISSUE OF UNDERAGE DRINKING

The AMA has itself also become increasingly active on the issue of underage drinking, calling for tighter regulation of
alcohol availability, higher excise taxes.

One of those reasons being that kids are not mature enough yet to handle the side effects that alcohol brings.
Imagine, 81 percent of students; that is to many people. The Canadian provincial studies differed in a number
of design characteristics that could affect estimates, including: sample selection procedures and exclusion
criteria, stratification procedures, use of clustering, response rates, weighting and post-stratification
adjustments applied to the data, missing data imputation, the type of questionnaire administration e. A national
evaluation of this program is in its fourth year, with only very preliminary outcomes information now
available see Chapter 9. It is not meant to be a comprehensive report of all the existing epidemiological data.
In the 8th grade Hispanics, compared to Whites, report a higher prevalence of last year drinking. Explaining
convincinglyâ€”to young people as well as adultsâ€”why alcohol use is permissible for year-olds but not for
anyone younger is a difficult but essential task for reducing or preventing underage drinking. In recent surveys
of high school students,  As shown here, very few youths report daily drinking ranging from 0. In Chapter 6
we discuss development of a national media effort as a major component of a campaign aimed at educating
parents and other adults about underage drinking and ways adults can help reduce opportunities for youth
drinking. Because the current policy framework provides the foundation for the committee's work, and for the
strategy recommended in this report, it is useful to summarize it here and to highlight its basic rationale.
Although a similar challenge confronts tobacco control policy makers in the effort to prevent youthful use of
tobacco products, the potency and impact of tobacco industry activity are gradually being lessened by the
growing consensus that tobacco is a deadly and disapproved product, that the industry has misled its
customers for decades, and that aggressive regulation is needed to prevent young people from using tobacco
and otherwise to protect the public health. To eradicate the social issue of underage drinking, numerous
strategies have been implemented by the US government, where some of them were successful, while others
were not able to produce significant reduction in underage drinking. Industry representatives provided
extensive materials that were reviewed by the committee on the multiple activities they fund to reduce
underage drinking. Indeed, so many underage drinkers die in car crashes that this problem, by itself, is a major
national concern. Besides differences in the actual questionnaire items gathering information on alcohol use,
these two surveys differ in their sampling methods, participating countries, sample sizes, and the age groups
that were targeted. Members of the alcohol industry also have continued their efforts to discourage underage
drinking through responsible drinking campaigns and approaches such as server, parent, and youth-oriented
education and involvement in prevention efforts on college campuses. We, therefore, weighted the data, taking
into account the percentages of youth in each province. The Czech Republic, the U. It is not self-executing,
and it requires the affirmative support of a substantial proportion of the population and of those who are
expected to enforce it. As a college student, I can relate to those individuals who choose to drink illegally;
however, after being introduced to the hidden problems behind this topic, I can see why the initiative to
prevent it is so strong. When I found myself asking these questions the answers seemed to make sense; or
maybe it was my senior year of high school when I got suspended for ten days. In this policy context, the
message to young people as well as adults about alcohol use is both subtle and confusing. There are many
different types of drinkers and reasons for their drinking habits. These geographic differences seem to be
stronger for girls than boys. Only the smallest European countries e. For example, among those countries with
high drinking prevalence in the last month, such as Denmark, Greece, and Cyprus, students from Greece and
Cyprus have drunk small quantities on their most recent drinking day, whereas the Danish students consume
large quantities. Worse yet, underage drinking reaches into the future by impeding normal development and
constricting future opportunities. The nationally representative samples were stratified by region or school
type, in accordance with the structure of the national school system, but the primary sampling unit was the
school classroom.


